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;is hcae. in Uniontown, Pennsylvania, uSkto - 
aimed to 3al t i _ aor o, Maryland, wnere .-re; .contact-' ■ 
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;• '0y-y •: Since he was still having considerable' difficulty, he wont to 
Seoraen 1 s -H®st Camp at Bay Ridge, Mamimd,'for .several works, .and duri 






last part • of Sept 
name of liAHSARBT 


: 1942, throu^i the .assislance of a friend..of ; .his; by 4 ;the::.v ; 
3LD , he obtained a r 0^’ at Mrs , BDGAP. WHEAT's, vfhe'r^- 'he r 


name oiMiaHS&HST mARPISLD, he obtained :a; ro'vs' : ft Mrs, aBGAP. !*HEAi ' svrner-5- - ne"/• / "y 

re sided •m.t SI the first cart : of January -V kAy : \ 

, y'k'k - - kp-^ 'yykk-;; •: - - b. - y. -. ■ -: •:, ;-.y;'y bb; ./;/;.-y. .> ;y 

' -•. He ccniinued that he..was married ik^otfabor IS,1943, , in Balti.raore, k&p, .'Irrid..; y; 
to Mis6 CSHilDIlS BSADSHAV/ of Frederick, 'Khrylahd, who . prior to her .narrLase; ..wa-s yyhfl 
a student iaorse- at the Hu: "land General Hosfbi tal %ko subject, when quad timed 
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as to the .srir*ce, of his income duri.ngabo 




father iio‘.^niahiown, Ponnsylvania ^y aosia-Mb; financialiy, and v;hen.: 

as to whether-'Informant S-l cr whether li42‘HaHST WARPELD: had : given him. dry ’ - : '-'/ky^Av 


money, he-stat 
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but that.-.hc. intended all.of' this monOy 
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The following, signed statement was taken:from the subject y the original 
of which, is being retained in the files of the Baltimore rield Division! ; . ..: 


, ’ V - . V ' - ’ - **'•*.'->! 4 
A*. 


Baltimore, Maryland 
January 18, 1943 ' 
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, . ”1, SiTS^T AHfHU?. ;V0HS?DLL, malce the following voluntary statenrnt' -co 7 7- ;M 

JAtG'S S, HO liAHCli,whom I knov. t</be a Special Agent of .the ?edeid .Bui-eau 
Investigation. ’No threats or /promisee have "been made: to me and I hrov; t 


; 1 ' *£• 


i ■ « f 
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the U, S. Arm;' at Baltimore , 


*'+ j 

■ 1 *.-v 


■ ■■■'.■. 


■ statement can be used against me. 

n I was in the U. S. Merchant Viarino from 1937 until about. 1941 
tracted malaria in Ecquador in 1937 and Black-water fever in Portuguese 2as-> 

Africa in 1341. Cn December 6, 1941 I enlisted in 

Md.', was sent to Pt. Kendo,' Kd., for several days and. then to; OP tv 3ragg, H. C. ' 

While at Ft. Bragg, 1*; C, I -Ovid a rocurronco of malarial and blackwatnr fever . : 
and was sent to Lawson Gen 1 1 Hospital at Atlanta, Georgia.- /Ihis fever recurrence • ; AV B 
•od mo temporarily paralyzed in my legs and when I was discharged, hcmorr.bly, : ^ 
■he U. S. Amy on Hay 8, 1942 I was using crutches. ; vy-'-''-v 

. • • • . • : • . . •' • . . • , • “ •. * 1 . •• * ’ ' •; ■ i. « •. i 

' • • * . , . • V • , , , . . . .. , . , . / . . ^ ; • - - • . l . T + 

V; "I wont homo to Saton Hamids, Pa., to .Baltimore; Ha., Kcw York City, -v 

Atlanta, Ga., Kov; Or loans, La., Houston, Texas, and Los Angelos, California, 
arriving in Los Angelos sometime in July or thereabouts of 1943, still using 
crutches. I did not wear ^ uniform during this aforementioned period of ti- 
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I was travelling around. 
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n 0ne evening I attended a radio performance given by CECIL 3. : D3 :KHJL2 
in Los Angeles and vent back for his autograph aftar the show. ■' I asked him at thie 
time if I could come to seo 'the studio and a day or so later liin secretary called 
and invited mo around to Paramount Studio. I/arrived about 10'00 a.m. in thevv 
morning vfcering rij/. sum:er Arr^f,trousers, shirr, tie, and garrison 
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minus all insignia which I knew I could not wear, ranee T was honorably discharged 
from the U. S. Asrrj .. I wore these summer trousers, and shir t because I wash-V,':-h' ; 
informed I could wear this for 90 ’days after mv, discharged. •-vI .was/ toured ;-*r umd 
the studio , thi a day , rr: rt. of. the. tino ih a v»heol chair since I; could not yet 
v,’nlk. i was -Iveh..'photographs of several novio ’stars'hand, a voice r 
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of.CLAUDhTlS COLBIHT: and myself talking. I left;that evening about 2:00 p.c. 

I did.' not: inform anirbne rt tho studio th - ' t I had lost 
of my .'money nor did I know thoy would take up: a col/ 
not'rbceived. - I; ijurchasod mv. ovm lunch at the studio 

urppce. in going whs merely to sac. how n movie, is made. -VI did/notinf orn..h: : yk0//'?y•;!:/* 
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anyone at the 
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..yt In September, 1943, I net Kiss - KAHGAHSr 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; 


** v 


Subject on July lU, 19lj2, while, wearing 
uniform: of nobrcoiamissioned soldier 
U.S.Army and using crutches, appeared in 
Radio broadcast conducted by CECIL 3. - 

DeldLLE and informed that he had been injured 
in combat and requested permission to visit ■ -v'. 
movie studios. As a result, DeMJLLS subsequently 
arranged visit.;to Paramount. Studio, at which 
time subject vras feted and entertained-by movie . 
stars. Collection of approximately $100.00 
taken up in subject’s behalf 'out vas not turned 
over to subject due to suspicion arising from 
WESTELL’S refusal to discuss his specific, 
military connection and place of injury, claiming 
same to be a military secret. USA Los Angeles. 


li 


declined prosecution. 


RUC. 




REFERENCE: 


Bureau letter dated January 11, 1543 


DETAILSi 


Title of this case is. being changed to reflect the - 
true name of subject a3 SHERKAN ARTHUR WORSTELL, and the additional aliases' 
JERRI WORSTELL and JERKT/OAHD.l • v . V ; >>! , ;• 'V. 
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This investigation resulted from a teletype dated 
December 29, I?ii2 from the Baltimoris Office, which reflected that subject 
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/ who presently resided in Baltimore,. Baiyland, *as'feted by CEpIL ,B.\ De&ILLE' | 

.. . . „-.i ■■ i ii.wii iii., .i, '..'.". ’ Air. ' riw f r# ; 







































and other celebrities at Paramount' Studios after informing them that be ins 
an enlisted man in the United States Aray who received a brain injury ..y 
caused by shrapnel, rendering him paralysed below the waist* In addition, • • 
it was disclosed that subject had been photographed with numerous movie stars 
and had voice recording made with CLAUDETTE COLBERT and had several hundred 
dollars collected for him prior to learning he was not paralyzed and not 
in the United States Army. 


r* 


Miss FlDRSHCEvCOIS, Assistant,to CECIL 3. DelULLB, 
Paramount Studios, Hollywood, advised that subject appeared at a Lux Radio 
Theater rehearsal on the nidit of July lit, 19h2 at the Vine Street Playhouse, 
At the time of this appearance, subject was dressed as a private in the 
United States Army and was using crutches. He gave the appearance of being 
paralysed below the waist. Subject came back stage and introduced himself 
as JERRY 10RSTELL and stated that he had been recently injured in combai 
and requested an autographed photograph of Ur. DeMILLE. Request was also 
made to visit one of the movie studios. , Mr. DeMILLE arranged for the photo¬ 
graph and also a visit to the Paramount Studios on the following day. On 
July 15, 19lt2, subject appeared at the studio gates and the Paramount Studio 
officials secured a wheel chair for subject in which he remained throughout 
his visit at the studio, which lasted a full day. During this visit subject, 
was again wearing the khaki uniform, minus a coat and colar insignia. The 
cap worn displayed the insignia of the United States Army. The uniform other¬ 
wise appeared authentic. 

W3RSTELL advised numerous Paramount Studio personnel , 
that he had received a brain injury caused by shrapnel which rendered Mar 
paralyzed below the waist. He also let it be known that he had lost his 
wallet earoute from San Francisco, and as result, a collection of approxi¬ 
mately One Hundred Dollars was taken up among the employees for subject* s 
benefit. Due to suspicions arising free TORSTELL 1 S refusal to discuss his 
specific military connection and place of injury, claiming same to be a 
military secret, together with the fact that he was unaccompanied and hitch¬ 
hiking around the City of Los Angeles, this money was withheld pending 
investigation. In the meantime, WORSTELL disappeared, and attempts to Locate 
him made by Paramount employees were unsuccessful and his present whereabouts 
was unknown. 

It was also determined that subject 1 had secured auto-' 
graphed photographs from certain movie stars and had had a photograph And 
voice recording made with CLAUDETTE COLBERT", movie actress. Ho complaint .' 
was made, to the police or the Los Angeles office at that time. ConsOqumtly 
no case was opened in Los Angeles. The address given by subject at the 
time, of this visit was 9305 Burton Way* : CR 59733 V-- , . 




. The above information supplied by Miss COLS was verified 
by WROTffit^REfATZ/ Secretary" to Mr. D^fTLLB.: • MissGESffXTZ arrangedyfbr^^v' 
the entrance of subject to the studio ajpi had also, attempted to locate Mat 
at the address giVen.-i.^'./V v ■, 
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lifts CLAUDETTE COLBERT advised that subject appeared on 
the .movie lot in the company of several Paramount employees and was Intro¬ 
duced to .her as JERRI TORSTELL. It wds advised that there were maniy soldiers 
visiting the studios during/this time, and it was not uncommon to .introduce 
them to different motion picture personalities.: Sub ject remained on this 
set for several hours, during which" tine some photographs were taken of . 
subject, Miss COLBERT and others. Also a miorophone was lowered during A . 
conversation ./between, subject, FRED McKOERAI, actor, and Miss COLBERT, and.. 
a reccrdisg was made of this conversation, unknown to subject, wnich was 
later played back for subject's benefit. This recording was also played 
for the? benefit of Reporting Agent, and the text therein consisted 
of different gags and the conversation went in a' M kidding tt manner 
the* above mentioned three. 
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Mr. CHIC0*AL0HZ0, Assistant Director Paramount Studios 
advised in substance relative to subject* s activities while on the-Para- 
mount lot, the same as related above. In addition it was disclosed that 
subject bad passed the word to the office boy who was detailed with moving 
subject in the wheel chair around the lot, that he, ‘BDRSTELL, had lost 
his wallet enroute from San Franoisco to Los Angeles. As a result, ALCKZO 
had taken up a collection from all of the employees present on a particular 
set in idiich Miss COLBERT was working that day, , the amount collected approxi¬ 
mating $105.00. Before it was turned over to subject, Mr. WILLIAM F. OOMBS,. 
Chief of Paramount Police Department, was contacted for his opinion. . 

COMBS advised that the money be held up-until subject's identity could be 
established. As a result, subject was questioned by Mr. ALONZO and others 
in an attempt to determine his exact array status, but subject was very re¬ 
luctant to furnish details, offering as an excuse that his recent activities 
were a military secret. This aroused ALONZO'S suspicions even more, and as 
a result, the money was returned to the individual contributors and was 
not turned over to subject. ' /■' ■■ 
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fied XZXMtO ' S story. 


Mr. MITCHELL LISEN, Director Paramount Studios, veri- 


/ V Through M r . K2NNI LOGAM and Chief of Police COMBS, a , 

photograph-of subject taken on the set in company with CLAUDETTE C0LE22T 
was obtaixj&d. This photograph was released to the Los Angeles Office With 
the. understanding that it would not he used for newspaper publicity. - This 

Is being mads a part' of the file of this case, 
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; if .'>v ; Hr. ISO. P. COMES, Chief of police, advised that 

had been sss.de to locate subject at 9503 Barton Tfay, telephone CRestview 
59733 Shortly after his visit to the studio. However, the occupants of this 
address stated that he only stayed there a couple of days and 
ing : about him or.his present whereabouts. V- : v 

. */v i- • '•-• :"4; . *.:: y-V -/.v •* -.'U : v,. • -V -• : ; '■* jTv ■ X X* i * /;;•■£; > • A 

The recording mentioned in this report was Number-365, 
Production 13^0, July 15, 1?4E. ■ This, recording; is presently maintained in 
'V ; rAio®Paramount• Studio, Hollywood^ 
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> : On January 9 , 19l»3> 'facta of this case were discussed 4 . 

with Assistant United States Attorney KOS3S3) V. CALVERLETwho /advised, that ; . ’ :4§:f 
this office was not in favor of proseoutioas unless subject was definitely • ’i 4 

not in the Army or not actually envied. . Baltimore was request©! to. inter- :<. 


view subject to determine this Jtf3(t.v On this date the Charlotte office, 
advised *c$r teletype that subiret had enlisted in the United States Amy 
under the name of SHERMAN aPwORSTELL, - Baltimore, on December 11, 19hl, ; 

Arc^" Serial Number X3CU3liU7> born March Is, 1917# -Carinonsburg, Pennsylvania, : 
honorably' discharged on May 8, 19U2 to mother * s, care,Mrs. MILLIE 7R)RSTELL, 4 
Eaton Rapids, Michigan, due to sclerosis'* progressive nervous system disease; 
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A teletype received from Baltimore likewise disclosed 
. thisinformationand in addition disclosed,that subject’s disability dis¬ 
charge was from’Lawson General Hospital, Atlanta, Georgia. 4 ; 
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On January 2, 19h3 a criminal record of .subject was 
forwarded from the Bureau and is set out as follows: 
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FBI Number 2C49303: 
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NAME & NUMBER 


ASSISTED O R 
RECEIVED 


CHARGE 


DISPOSITION 4. 




PD, San Antonxo , 
Texas 


Jerry T/ard 
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inv. 


PD, New Orleans, 
La. 
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Westell 8-16-37 
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PD,. Neville Island S. ArthurWorstell Applicant 
Branch, Pittsburgh #999 " for 

Pa. •. ... ■ *■ • position 
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Jar Dept 
Wash., D.C. 


f s' , . 

Sherman Arthur . 
Worstell #X30l»3i»il7 
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Subject is described as follows: 
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Bom: 
Height:' • 
■ Weight: i 
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180, lbs. 
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;■ Brown 
‘ Dark-. 
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On January IS?V 3j Baltimore, advised by teletyp« that. 

■ had not been injured in ccafcat but had contracted a from of malaria 
ferer in Cape Town, South Africa fat the spring of 19U1 while a- seasraat in . 
ib® Merchant iiarine. After recovery, he had joined the United States Arny 

■ and had subsequently had a recurraace of this feYer, rendering him t-sapor- ■ 
.arily paralyzed below the waist. At the time of his release from tfe®- • • 
Lawson General Hospital, Atlanta, .am' a medical discharge, .May 8, l?£t?, sub- 

• ; ^set was still using crutches.to walk. Shortly after this release, ha/ 

' travailed by bus to Los Angeles, California and at this time visited the •. 
•' . Par amount Studios as related abora. /•./• 
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A/'// . . . Subject, during interview, denied that he disclosed. the 

f&rt that he had lost Ms wallet also that he had received. inisrSas 
is battle so that he had to use crriches. Ke also denied stating 
presently in the United States Arng-., but admitted wearing trousers, 'shirt, 
Me ajM garrison: hat, without imsigriia, on this visit. It should b*t> noted 
that. the photograph taken of subject at Paramount Studios reflects that • 
the Amy insignia was on the hat at the time the photograph was ; taSnsa*:/V; 


On January 2i, l?ii3, the; facts of this case were, again : • 

.-discussed with Assistant United States Attorney HOWARD V. CALVERI2T, at 
which time it was advised that prosecution would be declined. It was the 
opinion of the United States Attorney that removal of subject, who ifi crippled 
sad recently honorably discharged from the United States Army, on a misdemeanor 
.from. Baltimore to Los Angeles wcdld involve additional expense for an 
attendant' to Aiove subject, arid might cause Urifaborable departmental, publicity. 
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In view of this fact, no further investigation is being 
conducted and the case is being referred upon completion to the office of 

ori.T£in. ■ • 
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■ * : < ■ y , 




.vl 

v a 






y. ■ 77 • v.v : -'777yry'77: 7 • •. .' - : $y,•• .y-v .'•• i,. s ^7;,;*$ 

'. ' ■■*.>/. ••' V> • iv’*-' ! - ,Vt • fc '-' , !V •' • ! '.'•?•,* . .V .• Vtlt'v; ' -If- -Vf.t v-’» -^W.: *V:r‘- • /.' ii? :• /.*• . ' . , ;v - A ':t*V ...';*Cl 

■ ••■ '*’ v *•*■' ''~ r . • -'\7 ; ^ V! ' ? ’'-v-.r i v : vAV« 7*.y*y r: *:••. i /*'*7-V * 7:7$&V *.&*£*£& ■, >7 V- y7 !%•*••%* 

, V-. * . ■;•?“■ R SS S F# <r.' •• **s .• v.v 7^ 

i ... *i : ,r,.y "<v.V V-/.' ; V • ■ ,.A '• ' ,■• «■ • • *s \'h , l " •'• 'v ♦«.»••*•• . • •' * /.•?/»>.", ».v •• '•>> ' V. »• V • . jr.» •• ti. ‘,' i :•; .Vv*U*?8 

: . : .:.ry; \ </-•' v 4 ’ : :V- •' , *' • ^ - o. • ^ \ • .• -y i:Ky r 


IMFSHfjatATXOJr 


. i- s .. vi'on A ».«>-■ » •;■ -.>1 . f" -- 

• v'!• .i r i•: .• ,' r • • 

- ♦ ••* • . 1 ‘ ' r ’ , * ^ 9 \ . ' 

■tv 1 -«, - ■ . 1 ’ 


UkXXwW- - <‘ - •■/ • ,.vAy 1 * .• > >y. ,v •-’•'>■ *"£y. jM 

^ '.v- • * 'M t T' T * * f ** 4* *> -K* •• \ •« I; ,i a Ut * •••■ \i*’''' . k ; s ‘ • • ik. , , C- < 4i* V . ♦ - • * • , . k* 

: • ■■'.-■ ; * y ,1 i >.»’•'■ **j •"" ' * V''" ’ , T ' v -'1 1 :< »V* :"*■'*■: y -i ;'y .#.».< ;. w-w-xf 

■ '■ ‘ ^y-’. sy'*:~-y'r' 4 . -■■■-' ‘ Vt ‘ : ’■ 'v.v'- 





• -V. ; > •.«■*)?&&£*. A ••• -■ n '‘ ». .• y. ' -V • 

' -,rr f..-,: V, 

'? • * f *• - .'J'*). k . 




jit . «,<; * •/.: .‘iTCt**-.. riX r -K Z'- • .• ♦ 

, .,.* i.‘ i 4 A Vi ■ * * *• *• * V ’A • tt V ^ •■ 'j W * ■" 

I y AX:^ f '*1: v, • '■ 


'; >1 * +■ V. * y * ' : * ■ 

■ .}■ ■ u. s viii. *«i.* • ' 

?•„. ,:A v ■•• ‘ 


.-•r. >; * 


■<*./- V-. •>.:, • •. • •.;■.■>/ 

ti-' ■ ■' Wk r itA&vjL, 4.1^ • >.V: *. ■ •; 

»• • ■ * 1 .vV-Tk--:“v rr i- •.»•:. - ■*■;/■:-.. . ,■■• i • , ... 

#£■3^ r-- - ':>;; , 

LAW-- r ^ y ^ v; ,, ,> ; : ■; 




■* “• v ■ / 1 " 4 ■ . ♦ ■ *' • .•• !'' i*i '; ■* i v i • 4 %'* ■ *, *. . .,*>. . 


. ‘.7- 

■ • F'.'T- - •»*> 


j »"/V - . ^ 4 - t 

, ] , V f,. 4 , . ►! 

4v-.v"-‘-.' i-. .a y 


•I ;'• .. 


- * .*.'»*• *¥• V^'j « • . *- • fi‘0 • . . f ' ’ . , < t t #•. . . # ; * . '" ■>-., .V *, •T/V,' •*■ ••*. -M v ’* «, * ^ • 

'-""rwtVv.-" •*• •;•;./“ r --' v .' • t.. ■>.'•• •. V.< X *?.*?A- Jy *’->.* A>y: . ;.V- ‘sA f > • 

‘ ••*).-• -".AvT '•■*... . ■ •• • . • - •. • - .• •jrt.yv-'- . 

.. • v ,, . .<■ •■■ ..... . .' .- • . • •’•-• ... - .'•■•*• . v . 

' V ‘ \ y*' K'lS' v ■• , * ‘ \ ‘ * •• •. ’• * 7 ;" *'*X . ■., ‘..-I- ‘-'7,1. _ .• • 

. • 'i,j r . t.*, ,, ,, 1 * *' * * * * * , *' w " «*? i • % . .... , , y .< y 


•, • ' • I. -' ?•' . 

• - • ' V v . y; : ■ 

1 1 ^ « r i I 

‘ ♦ ’ ,.•'* *. * '.'7 f' < r • 

' - •;••• . *•*•- •*• T ,v ! ’ ..-.; 

:• ••• ... i/c* v.. J V-* 

y y : -. ’•••-y:;. 

: ’ t' %► : t ‘ • .k r - t'*. ’ 'a' 1 ■ ,•.•’•• 

\ ‘ * 7v‘ 7 4 - : J 7,' > t •!>; v 7 •' 


• • V : •• : • - • '►•. y,:.v-Vy-’v • • '• ”r 7:;y 

.. .' • ... V - y ,•::;■■;■■ y. ; v^'‘y. .?»• -'••'•> . -.y 

■ " ■ • ■• • ’ y ■- 7:...’; •’ .' 7; ■ 

■•••*. . '. ' ;.y" • y -.y'y.y-* y. •■; ‘~‘W; - 'v 


:-y ;y,r y ; v‘., . . . . •. •■ • = '• 7.7.i.y‘,^;'-y-.y..-y. -i--- ‘ ' *y„ • - ry^y’ 7" ' .' v . . - -y. > ;^ 

A 4 7 K’'-7=y;;;y/^.y^-.y y-y •• *■. • -y v.77 :• • - ','7 .•.'•■ -'y.C <■% i ■ 'y- ■«.?. v;.y': { y .:.y7 

'• -v A -.v.-V yyvyy •. -■ : , •• .-■ • i < •♦y •.. v - ' t y-^y. - i . -.Av’- 

7/7v7yy/ y 7 •• '■.. .y'-:7,yyyy'^Vy7 v • ->. :• •■> y 7.7*,"• ....7 .''yfcyf'". v : - y; y v >;.,; v '. -77' 

* --a/ ; V y^ \ ’ \;. • J • •*„ , 7 ^ “.; y. jV -^7 • i-^i’rv 77 ?'’.A- *< . ..-V • -.• ■• • -y yyy ;;v«>rr 7/-kV. •*. ■-yy'y’-jv.'y'’' 

Mr.- : ■. . ;-fyty-yy-ry.v- -.: 


T-. ’ • * • .. 



'}*7^^^2pi : y# a r ud 6: 

ffS fl^PISUff If Eg: ’. 8'1943AM. 

Ty. yyTy. M »■ ■ ■■ •. * ' * - 

: .T.g*gy,:Ty iftowi bureau or wvi$T!3ATfc<8 y 

MTfctyy 


y • yny y U , .- ^ : ^-.vv>/ .y> ”<+> v■•■.:y.: *• ^ 

.;. tf :. ■. t 

• •. j,' ' ■ » .'• ■> ■ . v- '.• *- > :v • -4- X•M .sj-tV* ■( »?4j.•■ 

. * ' - : ' . .. ■ • • • . * . > - . .4,» .. - - :V ••; 

•• -.••• -7r . 


■:•■ • ». - f y • y>,.•. v • v'••»»'*• *•• " • "S.<r -0 - r. 

7 / V-..: #;-/r.--A-I»? t ' '<<•. 

• ’V .yy yy. *'•« . -. 7; v.-..?h5.-7 

...*.-• ' v ' ■*.;;•■• y r'*!"*”- 5vv'«,*.• •■• .••»<•• *, 

7 ■ -■ : y - -«v ■ i 7;.77777-.-y.- > * - ■/-:*/, r y; r':^. 


ri*y:7TT!f"> ■ aaaaa:7.ysA-v^'V- -v&tf ;.y> ’“•-77.: r-Vyy. 


^ •»,.’y ?f «. - V v .- / r v- 

tSJl .<* j ... .'1 TA-VS. 





fijr-y 










K.5M 































l 'V- 


* * * » ■ 

. ‘ \ ' •; 4/ 


r *’ W r - 
.' ’ • 


L 




f f ^ 1 * *♦ t,iV -ivV. i > \ • * ►.% - *j ' *Vf ^ 

'V-,v‘;- : ^;"A,>V '/■ 


i . -• w - ■>• 




: v>, 

' S .:'• :W‘J|* 

s 

-4. i >»•'- V' ■ 

... 


\ 1 » 1 * , ** • * 
•c »•. VC ■•• 

■- --f.- •• . ■ ,;/• ■' 


t-/ ■ i-.-.'Xo ■ ' 
: * Vf*\ 








FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


- • . ./** -y« 

•«: ' vN 


Form No** ■ 

<• THIS CASE ORtGIMATCSi AT 


M . ‘ ' 


. * 


MIAOWS. UD. 


file no 


L v V V ^ ‘ - 
. ‘ V .^-V’ V 
• ' . • > 


^ •’ r * i»« \ ■ \ • i • • * 1L 

RKfORT MADE ■ ■" 

.? v '• . ••■.' '. • ' r . • 

’ 0ATF WHEN MADE 

r . 1 m t ‘; 

’ • ! ■ */■ . v< ; • * 

’ PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE 

tttSKfflQTQN, D. C«. 

1/25/43 

1/18/43 


ESTIGATION ^11 

•y > - ■: ; • . • v . - •. - . ;• ; - .0 

-Sf.■' 


nifowT made by* •> X ‘ 

. •*. , ... ■ : ... ... ... • ' * 

BOBEST S. SUSHUi. S^sME9T : : 


t&Sil 


i * 



SYNOPSIS or PACTS: 


It. OEQBQS ft BRADeaur, who RroU arttele la 
question in/tat Mg»tln> «Air Fafei*, publish* 
by the Air Oorpt. eantaialiifi reference to eub- 


«« ’* • ' ;; 


■ <* ■ * ■ * •; 




oveft Aiblioetione 


, bee lork &ty, Air* 


i • n ■ i r/. . "■. 

vV 

t ; .S ; ■ 

f ViT-. ; ■ 

'-y 


- me - 


f • t. ^ 


S i / 

■ !-,■* . 


i . ' 

* . • ’ • ; . 

• * . ' , -/r ■* ; 


REFERENCEi 


SMITH of the Bureau, January 6, 1943. to Special 
Agent FRANK B, McQXVESK. 
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In the reference telephonic coanunication Supervisor 
ROSWELL E. SMITH of the Bureau adviaed that the Baltimore Field Dieieica 
had received information from an unnaaiai pareco to the effect that the ■ ; ' 
latter had noted an article in the Baltimore Sun Alch stated that 
\mknoen individual vis wanted fcx inpera^cation,. The unnamed inforamnt 
advised the Baltimore Office that aubject WRSTEUt, who fits the descrip* 
i ^dlbn of the unknoen eubject, vae la the vidniiy of Baltimore. Superviaer 
Jm SMITH stated that after aome inveBtigation, it had bean datermlnad that 
a <|ueation eaa a re-«rita ftoe one taken from the magaai^y. 

$ jg *kXt Pori^* r mhieh ia publiahad by tha S* Arny Air Ooi^i'and tha^ 

‘, f.\ ticular■ article in qtteetibn maa'entitled, ■Baroea Who Crumble at tha' 

\ A-M. P.*e IteOhe; mritten by It. GEOROE F. BBADSHUr, to. SMITH stated t^t 
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WAS* jl 

ON INTERVi^^ADVISESlrilESCbNTRACTEB BLACKWATER 


UNIFORM. 

FEVER, : A FORM OF MALARIAL FEVERIK CAPETOWN> S* AFRICA IM 
SPRING NINETEEN;FORTYONE, WHILE SEAMAN IH MERCHANT MARINE 


AFTER 
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JOINED US ARMY DECEMBER; ELEVENTH, NINETEEN FORTYONE: AT 
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RECOVERY HE 

BALTIMORE, HD,, WAS TRANSFERRED TO FT. BRAGG, N* C., WHERE HE HAD-A 
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RECURRENCE-yOF THIS FEVER RENDERING^HIM-EEMPORARILYiFARALY2EDyBEtOW#WATS , K 
HE WAS HOSPITALIZED AT LAWSON GENERAt;HOSPITAL> ATLANTA, GA •, AND 
FROM HOSPITAL AND FROM ARMY ON MEDICAL DISCHARGE MAY EIGHTH, 



WALK. T 


THEREAFtEifiP*^ 


NINETEEN FORTYTWO, WHILE STILL USING CRUTCHES i v wn un • i ««m a ni+ac,nr * 

HE TRAVELLED BY BUS TO LOS ANGLES, iCALv^ AND WAS; INVITED TO VISIT^i:S?^M#S 
PARAMOUNTySTUDIO: BY CECIL B. DE MILLES;SECRETARY. SUBJECT,ARRIVED,:AT|^^S 
STUDIO AROUT^Ri^; TEN AM, WAS GIVEN SE VERAL AUTOGRAPHED • PHOTOGRAPHSX^^^ 


AND A VOICE .RECORDING WITH CLAUDETTE COLBERT AND LEFT ABOUT TWO PM AND 
DID NOT RETURN. HE STATED HE DID NOT TELL THEM HE LOST HIS WALLET AND 
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WHEN ASKED ;KOW HE RECEIVED INJURIES’ SOsTHAT HE HAD TO USE CRUTCHES X 
REPLIED HE HAD RECEIVED;A MEDICAL DISCHARGE FROM THE US ARMY AND COULD 
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NOT TALK ABOUT IT. 


X STUDIO HE HAD 


HE DID NOT INFORM ANYONE AT S 

RECEIVED BRAIN INJURY CAUSED BY SHRAPNEL RENDERING HIM TEMPORARILY' " 
FWgfX PARALYZED. HE ALS, 0 DENIED: STATiNG HE WAS PRESENTLY IN US ARMY 
I BUT ADMITTED.WEARING TROUSERS, SHIRT. TIE, AND GARRISON HAT, WITHOUT: 
1 INSIGNIAON THIS VISIT. BALTIMORE: SUN NEWSPAPER GAVE ORIGINAL 
INFORMATION TO THIS OFFICE AND ARE 
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AWAITING OUTCOME. LOS • 
ANGELES TO CONDUCT; NECESSARY INVESTIGATION TO DISPROVE OR CONFIRM 
SUBJECTS STATEMENT. PRESENT TO USA LOS ANGELES AND HOTEL IMMEDIATELY. 
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ifrfcrrnl Ulurrait oC fiuirdtiiuituin 
itnitr?) States Orpurtuu'iit of IfustiiT 
ntiislftmtfnit, 3. €. 


January 8, 1943 


RES-.BVD 

Time: 4:00 P. M., 1-7-43 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSEN 


Re: W. 3KERMAN V.0R3TELL - Bfi'ERSONATION 
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m 


Mr. Tolson__ 

Mr. E. A. T*mxn. 
Mr. Clegg „ 

Mr. G1»vin____ 

Mr. Lidd 

Mr. Nichols__ 

Mr. Ro»en 
Mr. Tr>cy 
Mr, Cirioa 

Mr. Coftey__ 

Mr, Hendon 
Mr. Kramer 
Mr. McGuire 
Mr. lltrbo 
Mr. Quion Tamm^ 
Tele. Room 
Mr, Neaie 






Mist Oftfchm. 

At this tine, Number One Man Bauknight of the BaltimoreCindy 


Office telephonically advised the writer they had received a wire 
from Los Angeles reflecting confirmation of the material which was 
first reported in the Air Force article concerning the impersonator 
who defrauded Cecil B.#t)eMille. Mr. Bauknight further added that 
inquiry in Baltimore"had revealed that Vi. Sherman Worstell had 
Arny serial number 13043447* and he enlisted on December 11, 1941* 
and was discharged on May 8, 1942. 




Mr, Bauknight was advised that the Charlotte Office was 
being requested by teletype to furnish the military history of 
the subject to the Los Angeles and Baltimore Divisions, after 
which the Los Angeles Office should present the facts for a 
prosecutive opinion. 
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Respectfully, 


faurt.Lt 


R. E. Smith 
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Sh«nnan A. ’^oratell 
FBI ^2049303 
m #13043447 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 


& 


ROS® h 

U 


RE: W. SHERMAN WORSTELL ^ 
IMPERSONATION 


At this Um Nmber One Man Fred Bauknight, of the Balljfe 
more Of flee, telephoned the writer to correct the erroneous infer-'' 
ences left in the earlier conversation today with SAC Ed Soucy, who 
in possession of the full facte* 
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Mr. Bauknight stated the Sun article in question was a reprint of 
an article from the "Air Force”, Deceaber, 1942, ieaue. This magasine La tha 
official publication of the United States Air Corps. The article was written 
by Lieutenant George F. Bradshaw. The article wae entitled "Heroea Eho Crumble 

at the N? 3 s Touch.” The article essentially was reported to you on Becesber 
28, 1942, 

Mr. Bauknight now reported the results of an interview with &he indi¬ 
vidual who reported the suspect in Baltimore as being identical with the subject 
of the article. This wonan is a lira. Talker. She says shs met an individual 
naned W. Shernan Worstell out at Fbrt Meads last summer when she was visiting 
a relative there. She renewed acquaintance with Wo retell in Baltimore and 
after he left town she received a letter from him saying hs was in the Lewaon 
General Hospital, Atlanta, Georgia. In April, 1942, Worstell contacted Mrs. 
Walker in Baltimore, after his trip south. At that tine he was on crutches. 

He stated he was a hopeless cripple as hs had been run over by an imy track. • • 
He told her hs had lost his pocketbook but did not ask her for any money at 
that time. He went away again. 


In August, 1942, Worstell returned to the hone of Mrs. Walker, where 
he stayed several weeks free and obtained $35.00 from her as a loan, which has 
not been repaid. At this tine he had with hia a record which had a recording 
of hia own voice and the voice of another which he aaid belonged to Claodette 
Colbert. It is observed these statensnts of Worstell lead to the inescapable • 


j ^VICTORY 
Alfl BUY 


conclusion that he either, la the cane person mentioned in the Air Force article 
or that he knew about it. >> '•'.•/ , 

CA ~ JxtZXS&t /Zy } 

icTORY'i Worstell became sick when he was ^t'Mrs^T Wilksf 1 s honslin Aegssv and . 

i aha obtained his Army serial number end endeavored to get him in the Amy 
buy j hospital* They would not take him but suggested hdtc$t)$^ftzi&e 
■JIAISI hospital. Shs believes he went to the Marine hospital and then dtaajU 

i- '■ ■ :, '^4 


vvirsn 

ita)i> 

J4V1WBS 

**e 

1 STAMPS 









Mrs. Walker claims she actually saw Worstell in Baltimore, Mary* 
land, doing some Christmas shopping on the evening of December 24, 1942. 

She said she had learned that he had a girl friend in town named Warfield 
and that he is supposed to be living at 5327 Bosworth Avenue, Baltimore, 

Maryland, This has not been verified, 

# . ’ c 

. * ’ ' 

then Mrs, Walker saw the Sun article she immediately felt that T. 
Sherman Wo retell was the individual mentioned as having fl ee cedCecil_ B. 

^Deldll.e in Hollywood, California, and that possibly the FBI or somebody , 

/ Was looking for him, so she called the newspaper, which resulted in the 

reporter coadng to the Baltimore Office on December 28, 1942. 

• ' ‘ , / . * . * . • • ■ ’’ 

Mr, Bauknight said the Baltimore. Office had wired Los Angeles 
on December 29, 1942, furnishing a brief summary of the facts and request¬ 
ing advice as|to whether the Los Angeles Office knew anything about the 
imposter who fleeced DeMille. No reply had bean received by the Baltimore 
Office at the time of this call. lfr. BauSmight was advised by the writer 
that Files has no record of W. Sherman Worstell. 

ACTION TAKES 

Mr. Bauknight was advised not to take any further action in this 
case until we could date mine whether the individual in Hollywood, Cali¬ 
fornia, had violated a Federal Statute in the Bureau's jurisdiction and 
had not been prosecuted for it. It is observed there is no violation in 
the Baltimore territory. Mr. Bauknight was requested to advise the Bureau 
when he receives a reply from the Los Angeles Office. 

ACTION TO E2 TAKEN - 

• ’ ’ • . * ' . ", m j 

1. The Washington Field Office should be instructed to obtain a 
copy of the Air Force article in question and interview lieutenant Qeorge 
F. Bradshaw, its author, to determine, the name, identity and other facts 

v surrounding the perpetrator of the Hollywood episode. 

v # 

\ * ' 

2. Ihe Los Angeles Office should determine whether a violation 

within the Bureau's jurisdiction occurred in Hollywood and develop same 

if it has not already been handled. 

\ ' - * ’ . " ‘ 

X * r . 

3. Cfpon receipt of information from Los Angeles, the Baltimore. 

Office should determine whether subject is identical with the Los Angeles 
subject and get him apprehended. 
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